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of "Freedom” and chairman of the Council on African Affairs* Subject 

. maintains residence at 4°® w * 128th St*, NYC, although constantly 

( travels on concert and organisational work* S ubject a vice c hai rman 

of NCASP, 1948 and 1950* Attended CP meetingslists 
v as member. Executive Committee of Committee fo^s^emocratic Far 
NEastero Policy, 1948-49* Subject a member of the Board of Directors 
Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy, 1951* Subject in 

contact with NCASF 1954l attended Czechoslovakian reception, 12/9/54-J 
on Executive Committee of ALP, December, 1954- attended Freedom 
Associates dinner on 12/26/54* Subject sang at YPA concert, 1/10/55} 
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Rally, 4/29/55 and sent greetings to Asla-Afrioa Conference 
Jj Bandung, Indonesia* Subject attended APC dinner, 6/10/55 
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The title of this report Is being marked Changed to reflect 

the alias or J* WARD f under tthlch the subject traveled 

on March 17*1955# via Trans World Airways, Flight 90, from Lo 

Angeles, California to New York City, arriving March 18, 1955* 
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These records further reflected that in 1954, the subject « 
was managed by the Metropolitan Musical Bureau, 113 West 

57th Street, New York City 
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On June 8, 1955 ___ 

information in the past, advised that as of that date the 
subject was on the staff of the newspaper 
the exact nature of the subject's duties were not known to 
the informant 
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Number four, page two, column two, noted that the newspaper 
is published monthly by Freedom Associates, 139 West 125 th . 

Street, New York City and listed PAUL ROBESON as chairman 
of the Editorial Board 


1 


ft" I 


The April, 1955, edition of "Freedom 




f 


1 


✓ 






9 


9 


f 


• V 


ft 


r 


S . 


-* 


ft 




* 


1 


a d 


I 


s 


i 










ft 


& 


* 




j • 


.b. 


> 




• • 


r 


• m 1 


I. . 






* * 


4 


L 


1 




>1 


* 






T 




1 


1 




U 


• • 


Y 


ft 


The December 31, 1950, issue of The Worker 

contained an article which describes "Freedom" as a monthly 
newspaper published by Freedom Associates which was introduced 

in November, 1950. This article pointed out that the 

purpose of the newspaper was to promote Negro matters, the 

selecting and writing of all material from the view point 
that is interesting rather than necessary to the Negro worker, 
and to point out the importance to the Negro people of 
their alliance with the labor movement of the worker's class 
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Bell Telephone Company, reflects the phone number AtJ 6-2667 

is registered to the Reverend B. C. ROBESON, 155 Vest 136th 
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United States House of Representatives, Washington,D. C 
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Review of the Scientific and Cultural Conference 

for World Peace arranged by the National Council 
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27* 1949 $ House Report No. 1954, April 26 
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contained an article captioned, "'I Am Coming 

Back, 1 Fighting Paul Vow3," which article concerned the. 
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City Hall in Peoria, IllinoIB. This article quoted 
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The "Par East Spotlight," published by the 
Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy, (CPDPEP) 

. Ill West 42nd Street, New York City, volume four, number 

two, dated July, 1948, 

of the CPDFEP which listed PAUL ROBESON as a member of the 
Executive Committee of instant organization 
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On December 10, 1954 
reliable Information In the past^advised that as of - 
December 9, 1954, the subject and his wife ESLANDA GOODE 

ROBESON were on the Executive Committee of the American 
Labor Party (ALP) 
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Wmm w ^° has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on September 9> 195^# that from the 

time of its inception in 193 ^, there existed within the 

American Labor Party a struggle for power among three 
groups* These were the Communist Party, the Socialist 
Party and the Social Democrats* By the early 1940*s, the 
Communist Party emerged as the controlling force within,; t 
the American Labor Party in the major Industrial areas in 

New York State. Generally these were the areas around 

Albany, Buffalo, Jamestown, Rochester, Schenectady 

Syracuse, Troy, the Hudson River Valley, Columbia, Dutchess, 

Nassau and Westchester Counties, and New York City with 

the exception of Brooklyn. In 1942 the Communist Party 
was able to capture the American Labor Party in Brooklyn 

R new this situation to continue up until at least 1949 

erican Labor Party never developed into an organization 
of any real consequence in the non-industrial areas of 
New York State 
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who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on July 14, 1954, that the Communist 

Party today, as In the past, through its members In key 

positions in the American Labor Party, constitutes the 

force that controls it 
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ROBESON was to be among the speakers at a dinner honoring 
the 30th Anniversary of International Publishers and the 

70th birthday of ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG, to be held 

December 17, 1954, at 405 West .4lst Street, New York City 
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The (Communist) Party’s publishing house 

headed by ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 

(Attorney General Francis Biddle 

Congressional Record, September 24, 1942 

p. 7686,) 

r * 

2* * Publishing agency of tho Coinniunist Par*t ,,tr * ^ 

(Brief for the United States in the case*of 

WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN, p. 145, ) . .. 

, _ • a a mr 

3/ An ’official publishing house of the Communist 

Party in the United States, 1 and a medium 
through which ’extensive Soviet propaganda 
Is subsidized in the Unfed States.* 

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
ReDorts, January 3, 1940, p s 8, and June 25, 
1942, p. i8; also cited in^Report 

1944, p. 76.)" 
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The "Daily Worker" issue of December 22, 1954, page' 
eight, column one, contained an ad announcing a Civil Rights 
Congress (CRC) mass meeting to be held on January 26, 1955, _ 
at Yugoslav Hall, 405 West 4lst Street, New York City 
ad listed PAUL ROBESON as the main speaker 
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City of New York and noted that the appearance of ROBESON 

was presented by the College of the City of New York Chapter 
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HERBERT R0MERSTEIN, self-admitted former Communist _ 
and YPA member, in testimony before the Sub Committee of the 
Committee of the Judiciary, United States Senate, on April 12, ' 

v,v.nw 1951 > stated that the YPA was set 
thebasis of the needs of the Communist Party. YPA members 

were active wlthdhthe YPA as Communists and the organization 
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was developed along Communist Party lines. ROMERSTEIN 
also testified that the YPA leadership was composed of 
Communist Party members and further stated that the 
founding convention of the YPA had been held in Philadelphia 

in 1948 
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On February 28, 1955jj 

reliable information in the pas 

which indiceted the YPA has not been active on a city-wide 

basis in New York since December, 1953 
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The January 20, 1955# edition of "Magyar Szo 

three, column four^ a Hungarian language publication, 

contained an article entitled, "HUGO GELLERT's Celebration 

in New York", which article stated that a banquet in the 

honor of HUGO BELLERT’s fortieth anniversary as an artist 
was held in NewYork at the Bronx Hungarian Home. According -- 

to the article, PAUL ROBESON was present and spoke on the 

great issues facing the people of the world and the role 

which GELLERT filled in his forty years of productive 

activity 
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On Februairy 18, 1954 

reliable information in the pas 

Szo ,, c<nei.stently follows the Communist Party line as did its 

predecessor the "Magyar Jovo 
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reliable information in the pas 
would present PAUL ROBESON in an evening of theatre arts 
at the Manhattan Center, 34th Street and Eighth Avenue 
New York City, on February 6, 1955 
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ROBESON Sues for Passport to Prague Concert 
stated that PAUL ROBESON, through his attorn 

the Federal District Court in Washington, D. C.’to direct 

the State Department to grant him a passport 

continued that ROBESON had received an invitation to appear 
at the National Opera House in Prague, Czechoslovakia and 
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further ROBESON was naming Secretary of State JOHN POSTER 
DULLES as defendant in the suit. ROBESON claimed that 
DULLES' actions in denying him the privilege of travel • 
abroad “are arbitrary, capricious and without warrant 

or authority in the laws of the United States 

are contrary to the United Nations Universal Declaration 
on Human Rights 
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urnisr^c^re^nible informa 

past, advised that on January 26, 1955, the subject attended 
and was a speaker at a mass rally to "Free WILIIAM L 

PATTERSON and BENJAMIN DAVIS" which was held under the 
auspices of the CRC at Yugoslav Hall, 405 
New York City. With regard to this rally 
PAUL ROBESON sang American, Russian and Chinese folk songs 
and stated that it was a certainty that Formosa would be 
in the hands of the Chinese people soon. He charged the 

United States with trying to violate Chinese territory and ■ 
drew a psralel with the position of the United States in 

the Pacific with a hypothetical case of the occupation 
of Long Island by a foreign power. ROBESON described the 
people of the world as being on the march and called on the 

people to stand up and fight 
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available a leaflet issued by - 

the BENJAMIN DAVIS Committee which leaflet listed WILLIAM A 
L. PATTERSON as National Executive Secretary of the CRC 
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BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR. w&sone of eleven members of 

the National Committee of the Communist Party who was convicted - 
on October 14, 1949, in the United States District Court 
SouthernJlstrict of New York for violation of the Smith ; 

Act of 1940 
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column one, contained an article devoted to ’. 
PAUL ROBESON’S address at the HUGO GELLERT banquet in New “ 
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ROBESON went on to 


the ways and means vary 
In this hall fought for their freedom. 

compare the Hungarian war for independence with the American 
Revolution of 1775 and the American Civil War pointing out 
that such periods in world history are proceeded by a time 
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issue of January 2d, 1955 

AntilflArt. 
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"400 at Rally Urge Release of PATTERSON and DAVIS 

article stated that a rally under the auspices of the CRC 
had been held in New York City at Yugoslav Hall in January 
1955# to protest the continued imprisonment of WILLIAM 
L. PATTERSON and former City Councilman BENJAMIN J* DAVIS 
The article continued that PAUL ROBESON, a speaker at the 
rally, declared that the American people are 
of winning the things for which PATTERSON and DAVIS have 




0 


The Daily Worker 


i^' p ' 


$ 


—I 


9 




, 


4 


■- 


v 


r. 


AAwfQ^ 


7t 


1 nwm 4* Vi no 


A 




I 


1 


7 


which 


* 






1 






•» 


$ 








1 


■ 


. . I "" 


■ 1 


i 


k 


w 








■ 


4 






J 






«■. • 








b 


> ^ 




1 


7 


1 








-i. 






n 


on the edge 






p 






* "r* 


A 






n 


A 


* 


•1 




■ 


. 1 








1 


u 


I 






-c, 


1 






\ 


4 


■ 


■ 


1 


1 


f 


• > k 


1 


issue of February 10, 1955 

contained an article entitled 


n 


i 


■w 


4 


i ^ V 


The "Daily Worker 
seven, column two 


y 


A 




* 




\ 


I 


f 


i 


% 


W 




x 




' V 


I 


I 


page 

"ASP Theatre Concert Stirs Overflow Audience 
concerned a concert presented by the New York Chapter of the 

ASP held Sunday, February 6, 1955. According to the article, 
PAUL ROBESON appeared at the concert and sang several classical 
numbers in addition to a M peace song? an adaptation of 
gAA^iioven 1 s Ninth Symphony® 
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Information Tf^hT^astT advised that on February 10, 1955# < 
the subject and his wife attended a reception held in honor 

of th e departure of the Polish Ambassador J. WINXERWICZ.-r 

■^continued that this affair was held at the Polish United 
Nations Iflegation, New York City 
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CRC Victory Dinner celebrating the release of WILLIAM L. 

PATTERSON from prison was held at Small*s Paradise at 
New York city with approximately 300 persons in attendance 

PATJL ROBESON, In Introducing PATTERSON, described the 

present world dissension as illustrating the awakening 
of the Colonial peoples. He called upon those present to 
participate in the fight to win freedom for all political 

prisoners 
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'PATTERSON, ROBESON Hit Effort to Cripple Defense Organizations 
which article concerned the appearance of WILLIAM L 

PATTERSON and PAUL ROBESON before a New York State Joint 
Legislative Committee probe into charity rackets held 
February 25, 1955 
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In part this article stated, 

ROBESON, the singer, who had been subpoened, denounced the 
Committee for using MATUSOW-like *stoolies* and 'informers* 

ROBESON said he was proud to be associated with 


J 


.PAUL 






0 


f 


1 


> 


I 


I 




I * 


I ■ 


.J 


«n 


» ■ 


■ 




r 


■ 




* V 


I 


I 




< 


■ 


J I 


J 


4 


% 


1 * V 


V ’4 

d 


> 




n 


the CRC 




♦ 


lP. 


* 




d 


■ 


I 


T 


‘V 


" i € 




\ \ 


J 


ft 


d./ 


f 


4 


I 


t- 


H 






4 


■ 


. . d 1 


* 


r 


• ■ 




1 


■ 




* 


<« 


r 


f 


d 


Y' 


> 




V.^: ,<r 


■’ 


•1 




■ 


■ 


■ 


V 


2t 


H- 


I 


_ ■ 


I 


< 


‘V38 


■ 


ft" 




a 


_ .> 


I 






1 


j 


six, column two, contained an article entitled 

Urges Struggle to Defeat 'Double Jeopardy* Effort 

article stated in part: "PAUL ROBESON yesterday ur^ed a 

fight on behalf of the Communist Party leaders and Smith 

Act victims released from Federal Penitentiary last week and 

re-arrested as being members of the Party under the Smith 
Act clause 
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The release of the courageous leaders ofthe American people 
Is a cause for deep rejoicing 
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the struggle of these 

brave representatives of the masses of our land and 

the struggle of their associates is the fight of every ' 

decent thinking American. 

ROBESON further stated 
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The article pointed out that 

It has been my privilege to appear 
on many platforms in the defense of Smith Act victims 

May we soon have an opportunity to greet these friends 
not only of a progressive America, but of all America 
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Information in the past, advised that on this date the subject 

and his wife attended a cocktail party held at the U.S.S.R. 
Un^ed Nations Delegation, 680 Park Avenue, New York City 

mutated that this party was given by the two Soviet 

women delegates to the Commission on the Status of Women 

VERA A. FOMINA and FEONIYA NOVIKOVA 
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The April 7# 1955* edition of "Magyar Szo 
page thirteen, column one, contained a message from PAUL 
ROBESON which stated in part: 
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My sincere greetings to 

the Hungarian people on the great Anniversary which 

signifies their brave struggle through many c 

freedom and independence 

anniversary to Hungarian-Americansand the ‘Magyar Szo* 

which amid constant struggles stands Bolidly for the 

traditions of our democratic heritage and which bravely 

reflects the basic changes in the new democracy 
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supra, advised that on 

arrived in New York City - 
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April 23, 195 

from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he was met by a 
delegation led by WILLIAM L. PATTERSON and PAUL ROBESON. 
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as furnished reliable 

pril 29, 1955, the 

■ . ^nnual May Day Rally was held In Union Square, New York City 

1 continued that- PAUL ROBESON was 

he rally and Joined the others In eulogizing the working 
class and in calling for a continued fight against government 

legislation aimed at oppressing labor and minority groups 
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n l» ’The May Day Parade in New York City is 

annual mobilization of Communist strength 

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities 

Report, March 29, 1944, p. 179) 
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The "Dally worker," issue of May 4* 1955* page two 

column one, contained an article entitled, "Bandung 

Notebook-PAUL ROBESON Heard Despite State Dept.^, which 

article concerned a message from PAUL ROBESON sent to the 

Asia-Africa Conference at Bandung, Indonesia* According 
to the article, ROBESON greeted the conference and stated 

that the conference was significant in history as showing 
how the people of two continents could meet to decide their 
own destinies and soverign independence. According to 

the article, ROBESON pointed out the U.S.S.R., Eastern 
Europe and China as examples of social progress 

-1 B 

1 * n « • „ - -j 

The "Daily Worker", issue of May 13, 1955, page 

six, column one. contained an article entitled, "PAUL 
ROBESON Sang and Spoke to 1,000 Students at Swarthmore 
which article concerned a concert given by PAUL ROBESON 

at Swarthmore College. In a speech delivered on this 

occasion, ROBESON stated that the refusal of the State 

Department to renew his passport was based on the contention 
tha he "has been for years active politically in behalf v'-i 

of the Independence of the colonial peoples of Africa 
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Issue of May 16, 1955 

contained an article entitled 
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The "Daily Worker 
page three, column.one, 

^'ROBESON Offered Othello Role in Soviet Film: Again 

Applied to State Dep't For Passport 

article stated: 
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In part this 
PAUL ROBESON, noted singer and actor 
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in a film version of the Shakespeare classic 

scheduled for production this summer in the Soviet Union 
The article stated that the offer had been made by SERGEI 
YUTKEVICH, Director of the Moscow Film Studio 
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reliable information in the past, advised that on June 10, 
1§55> the subject was in attendance at a dinner held at 

vr^T.r \r 


/ 


j 




t 


-■ 






4 




I 


c 


.. 4 


' 






r»4 


i 




AUJ.MV WiiiCn uxringr was sponsoreo 

t»y the American Peace Crusade 
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ROBESON spoke on the vork of 

RICHARDSON, American Peace Crusade National Co-Director, 
continued that RICHARDSON is now working with ROBESON 
as one of his managers, who aids ROBESON in planning his 

engagements 
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_ who was in a logical 

position to furnish information, advised that on April 13 

1955* the resident board of the American Peace Crudade, 

announced that THOMAS RICHARDSON, American Peace Crusade 
National Co-Director, had tendered his resignation in order 

to devote his ti m e fully to 
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Informants cognizant of some Communist 

activity in the New York area, all of whom have furnished 

reliable information in the past, were contacted relative 
to the subject and could furnish no recent information 

concerning him 
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SUBJECT* PAUL ROBESON 

SK-C 

(00: NEW TORE) 

ReVJK) airte1 dated 7A8/55 

Hr* ASHLET J. NICHOLAS, Assistant Director, Passport Of 
tment of State, furnished the following information to SA^| 

§3n 7A9/55 * 
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Subject and his attorney, LEON 

G. KNIGHT, Director, PP Office, 7/i8/55, re obtaining a PP for subject. In 

afternoon of 7/18/55, subject and BOUDIN had a conference with LOT HENDERSON 

Undersecretary of State for Administration; RAIMUND T. TINGLING, Assistant 
Legal Adviser, Department of State; R. V. SCOTT MC LEOD, Administrator of the 
Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs, Department of State; Hiss KNIGHT; 

Mr. NICHOLAS; and a representative of the State Department press section 
PP for subject. BOUDIN wanted to know if the State Department was still 

following what he termed the passport regulations scrapped by the courts" 
(referring to the recent court decisions in the cases of OTTO NATHAN, MAX 
SHACHTMAN, and CLARK NATHAN FOREMAN, of which the Bureau is aware, wherein 
the State Department issued passports rather than grant "quasi-judicial 

hearings" - these suits were brought by BOUDIN in opposition to the PP regula 
tions regarding limitations on issuance of passports to persons supporting 

the Communist movement, as set forth in Section 51,135*•Title 22, Code of 
Federal 
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DIN was informed at this conference that the State 

owing the regulations. BOUDIN wanted to know why an 

exception could not X e made for ROBESON under these regulations the same as 
it was for J0SEFH£8LARK, ’D aily Worker" correspondent who was issued a passport 
-—on 7/11/55 to go to Geneva for the "summit meeting." The State Department 

officials told ROBESON and BOUDIN that such an exception could not be made r 

BOUDIN and ROBESON then immediately commented that it must then 
be a question of racial prejudice against ROBESON if an exception could not 
be made for him. The State Department officials denied this allegation and 
explicitly informed subject and BOUDIN that the question of "race" does not 
enter into this matter at all* NICHOLAS stated that some years ago the 
State Department, under the Travel Control Regulations, refused to let ROBESON 
travel to Canada* BOUDIN and subject raised this question also at the con- . 
ference, stating that subject desired to go to Vancouver, B. C«, for the 

weekend (July 23-21;, 1955)- It Vas agreed that the Department would consider 
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"Robeson Named as Red Party Member" stated in substance that MANNING JOHNSON 
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one iota of a doubt that PAUL ROBESON was a CP member"* Be added, however, / 
that ROBESON'S membership was kept secret even from rank & file Communists 
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In the 7/8/52 issue of the "Daily Worker* it is reported that the 
subject has become associated with the "New World Review" as editorial 
consultant on Negro and colonial questions* The subject was scheduled to 
submit a regular monthly feature* This article further reflected that the . 
subject had been in Soviet Russia on an extended stay* 
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Freedom Associates Incorporated* located 

at 139 best 125th 3treet, Kew York City, Hew York 
has chapters located In various cities in the United 

States* The organization issues a monthly publication 
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